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WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR
FORCE BASE, Ohio (AFPN) —
 Engineers here are testing a new kind
of transparent armor that is lighter
and strong enough to stop armor-
piercing weapons from
penetrating vehicle windows.

The Air Force Research
Laboratory’s materials and manufac-
turing directorate is testing a new
substance that will replace the multi-
layered glass transparencies now used
in existing ground and air armored
vehicles.

 “The substance itself is light
years ahead of glass,” said 1st Lt.
Joseph La Monica, transparent armor
sub-direction lead.

Traditional transparent armor is
thick layers of bonded glass. The new
armor combines  a strike plate made
of the new substance, a middle
section of glass and a polymer back-
ing. Each layer is visibly thinner than
the traditional layers.

In a June 2004 demonstration, the
new armor held up to both .30 caliber
and .50 caliber sniper rifles with armor
piercing bullets. While the bullets
pierced the glass samples, the new
armor showed no penetration.

The lieutenant is optimistic about
test results because the physical proper-
ties and design of the material are
intended to stop higher level threats.

The Army is looking to use the
new armor as windows in ground

vehicles, like the Humvee, Lieutenant
La Monica said. The Air Force is
exploring its use for “in-flight protec-
tive transparencies for low, slow-
flying aircraft.” These include the C-
130 Hercules, C-17 Globemaster III, A-
10 Thunderbolt II and helicopters.

While some see the possibilities of
this material as limitless, production,
size and cost are issues the lab is dealing
with before the armor can transition to
the field, the lieutenant said.
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During their biennial reunion here Oct. 15, members of the 49th Troop Car-
rier Squadron received  the French Jubilee of Liberty Medal  for their roles
in the World War II D-Day  invasion.  The invasion of Normandy on June 6,
1944, was the largest air, land and sea invasion ever undertaken, including
over 5,000 ships, 10,000 airplanes, and over 150,000 American and allied
troops. Pictured are (from left): Jim Schatz, Robert Blickensderfer, Jack
Cardwell, Dan Wiltse, Col. Terrence Feehan, 377th Air Base Wing Com-
mander, William Pully, Bob Evans, Paul Hart, Warren Bullock and Paul Pollet.
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This new transparent-armor test piece
withstood the impact of a .30 caliber
armor-piercing bullet fired from 25
yards away.
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All active-duty Air Force personnel must attend “Targeting
Sexual Assault” training by Tuesday. These  classes  are open to
all ranks:

‘Targeting Sexual Assault’
training schedule

Monday – 377th Wing Presentation Center
7 - 8:30 a.m.
8:30 - 10 a.m.
10 - 11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
1 - 2:30 p.m.
2:30 - 4 p.m.
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WASHINGTON-The
Fisher House organization
uses more than a million
frequent flyer miles per week
in distributing free round-trip
airline tickets to families of
servicemembers  who have
been wounded in war and are
being treated in military and
Veterans Affairs medical
facilities across the country.

To date, the program has
distributed more than 4,000
tickets, using more than 150
million frequent flyer miles,
Jim Weiskopf, vice president
of communications for the
nonprofit Fisher House
Foundation, said.

He said the foundation’s
general fund raising, includ-
ing money received from the
Combined Federal Cam-
paign, goes to pay airport
security fees, taxes and
administrative fees on the
tickets so there is no charge
to the families.

Fisher House gets the
millions of frequent flyer
miles through “Operation
Hero Miles,” a program that
took off in 2004 after U.S.
airlines began to provide free
round-trip airline tickets for
servicemembers arriving daily
from Iraq and Afghanistan for
rest-and-recuperation leave.

The program has been
expanded to wounded
servicemen and women being

Free airline tickets
donated to wounded
servicemembers’ families

treated at major military and
Veterans Affairs medical
centers across the country.
Those who have approved
convalescent leave may be
given a free round-trip
airline ticket to visit loved
ones if they’re not eligible for
government-funded airfare.
Family members are also
eligible for the free tickets.

The unused frequent
flyer miles come from private
and corporate donations.

The tickets are distribut-
ed through the Fisher House
Foundation, a nonprofit
organization that builds
homes near and on the
grounds of large military
and Veterans Affairs medical
facilities. Recuperating
servicemembers who must
be near a hospital for con-
tinuing treatment and
families visiting loved ones
in hospitals can stay in the
homes at no cost.

Requests for tickets have to
originate from a servicemem-
ber and must be forwarded to
Fisher House by a hospital
social work staff member,
family assistance center or
service casualty office.

“All we want to know is
the reason for the hospital-
ization, and we don’t make
any distinction whether it
was combat related, training
accident or sports injury if
they’re hospitalized due to
service in Iraq or Afghani-
stan,” Weiskopf said.

Mike Zamora, a longtime recreation aid at Kirtland’s Arts and Crafts Center in-
spects his engraving work in the plaque and award shop. Mr. Zamora, who has
been with the arts and crafts center since 1997, retired earlier this month. He said
he plans to go back to school to become a physical therapist. The arts and crafts
center is located on the southeast corner of F Avenue and Wyoming Boulevard. The
center offers many services and activities to Kirtland personnel, including a full-
service custom-frame shop, and the plaque and award shop. The center offers nu-
merous classes in fine arts and crafts. Annual events include the Air Force Artist
and Craftsman’s Contest, the Air Force Photography Contest and the Holiday Sea-
sons Greeting Card Contest. The arts and craft center is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Mondays and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday and is
closed on the weekends. For more information call 853-3003.

Kirtand craftsman retires


